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October 31, 1990
UM LAUNCHES USER SURVEY ON 'M' TRAIL RENOVATION 
MISSOULA —
Eighty-two years of popularity have taken a toll on trails to 
the giant "M" above the University of Montana campus, and hikers and 
others can help plot the course of trail renovations by completing a 
user survey.
The survey is part of a cooperative university-community effort 
to improve the Mount Sentinel trails, which are showing such signs of 
age as erosion, exposed rock and dilapidated fencing. To plan and 
implement renovation, UM has joined forces with the Missoula Trails 
Project, U.S. Forest Service and the University Homeowners 
Association.
Survey forms are available at the base of the trail and should 
be completed by Nov. 21. UM Campus Services Director Ken Stolz said 
forms were placed at the trail entrance Friday, Oct. 26, and about 40 
responses came in during the first five days.
The survey outlines numerous options for trail renovation, 
including retaining the steep, challenging northwest ridge trail and 
modifying the zigzag "M" trail to be less steep, Stolz said.
One option calls for re-engineering the "M" trail to provide a 
consistent, moderate grade of about 15 percent, making the trail 
accessible to people who find the current course —  with grades
more
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ranging from 10 to 35 percent -- too difficult. A related option 
would reduce the number of switchbacks on the "M" trail in an effort 
to reduce the incidence of erosion-producing shortcuts. Another 
suggestion would expand the trail's switchbacks to the north, 
providing views of Hellgate Canyon.
Other possibilities outlined in the survey include widening the 
"M" trail, providing interpretive signs along the trail and 
developing a landscaped area at the base of the trail with shade 
trees, benches and warmup facilities.
Once the survey results are in, intensive planning will begin 
with the aim of getting renovation work started in the spring, Stolz 
said. Volunteer labor and donated materials should keep costs low, 
he said, and interested citizens and organizations are invited to 
help with planning, labor, materials or funds.
Completed survey forms should be put in the suggestion box at 
the base of the trail or sent to Stolz at the address listed on the 
form. To get a copy of the survey without trekking to the trail, 
call campus services at 243-6001.
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